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30 December 2020
Dear Director Yang Bojiang:

On behalf of the faculty and staff of the Fairbank Center for Chinese Studies at Harvard
University, we write to acknowledge your kind words on the death of our colleague, teacher,
friend, and former Director.

The outpouring of affection and respect for Ezra over the last few days has been truly inspiring,
and has made our grief easier to bear. The Institute of Japanese Studies at CASS had a special
place in Ezra’s heart, and he valued his many friends and collaborators there. We are grateful for
your gesture.

Ezra lived a full life and made a profound impact on both academic scholarship and the broader
world. At this difficult moment, we take inspiration from his life to redouble our own efforts to
try to make a positive contribution to the world.

With our deep thanks for your consideration,
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Michael Szonyi
Director, Fairbank Center for Chinese Studies
Frank Wen-hsiung Wu Professor of History

Winnie Chi-Man Yip
Acting Director, Fairbank Center for Chinese Studies
Professor of Global Health Policy and Economics, Harvard TH Chan School of Public Health
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Daniel Murphy
Executive Director, Fairbank Center for Chinese Studies
Executive Director, Harvard China Fund
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