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The Development and Its Characteristics of Japan’ s Anti — trust Law in the
Post — war Era
Xu Mei

Japan’s Anti — trust Law was enacted during the democratic reforms when Japan was occupied by
the American army after the end of WWIL Due to historical, cultural, political and economic
contexts, its design followed American anti — trust law but also had its own unique characteristics,
such as the loose regulation and strong impact of executive and administrative branches. With the
end of rapid economic growth and the improvement of domestic marketization, Japan began to
revise Anti —trust Law. In the mid —1990s, Japan further strengthened Anti — trust Law in the
context of the government deregulation in order to promote free and fair competition in the
market. Entering the 21st century, faced with the new situation, Japan has revised Anti — trust Law
several times, which illustrates the developing direction of Japan’ s competition policy in the
future, such as further applying to the fields of regulation in the past, strengthening the means of
law enforcement, improving the fairness and openness of the executive branch, promoting
coordination among departments and national supervision, and engaging with widely recognized

competition rules.
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