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Japan's Practice and Path to Achieve the Emission Peak and Carbon Neutrality Goal:
Lessons from Japan's Experience for China

Zhang Jifeng

Abstract: Based on a systematic analysis of the history and path of Japan's efforts to achieve the "dual-carbon" goal, this paper
puts forward the inspiration and recommendations of Japan's experience for China. In the early 1970s, Japan laid a good foundation for
achieving the goal of carbon peaking by adjusting its industrial structure, developing new energy sources and promoting energy—saving
technologies, starting from the management of public hazards. In the 1990s, after joined the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change(UNFCCC), Japan actively promoted the entry into force of the Kyoto Protocol. Since entering the new century, Japan
has followed the concept of sustainable development, vigorously developed a circular economy, constructed a low—carbon society, and
minimised emissions. After achieving carbon peak in 2013, Japan has continued to take stringent control measures to ensure a steady
decline in carbon emissions year by year. In 2020, Japan officially announced that it would achieve carbon neutrality by 2050, and
through the "Green Growth Strategy through Achieving Carbon Neutrality in 2050", it further clarified the supply-side reform program
focusing on the development of clean energy such as offshore wind power, hydrogen energy and ammonia fuel, and actively promoted the
achievement of carbon neutrality. China should learn from Japan's experience, improve the "dual-carbon" legal system, optimise the
industrial structure, reduce the proportion of coal, improve energy efficiency, enhance innovation capacity, focus on the future, be based
on reality, and make gradual progress to successfully achieve the "dual—carbon" goal as scheduled.

Key Words: Emission Peak; Carbon Neutrality; Japanese Pathway; Global Climate Change
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