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( SRMESEE IFIRE )

The Evolutionary Path, Policy Practices, and Implications of
Post—War Rural Revitalization in Japan

ZHANG Jifeng

Abstract: This paper reviews the historical transformations and development paths of rural revitalization in post—war Japan,
and discusses the implications of Japan's experience for rural revitalization in China. The study argues that Japan initiated rural
revitalization in the early 1960s, transitioning from exogenous to endogenous development. By 1999, the process entered a mature
stage of institutionalization and legalization, followed by comprehensive deepening with the launch of the "Regional Revitalization"
strategy in 2014. The Ishiba Cabinet established "Regional Revitalization 2.0" as a key policy pillar and actively promoted the "Reiwa
Era remodeling of the Japanese archipelago". Although Japan continues to face challenges such as a low food self—sufficiency rate,
a declining and aging agricultural workforce, farmland abandonment, and rural depopulation, its rural revitalization efforts have
achieved significant overall success. These efforts have played a positive role in fostering rural economic prosperity. New concepts

and models introduced during this process — such as the "One Village, One Product" (OVOP) movement, the "Garden City" concept,
the "Hometown Tax" system, and the "Regional Revitalization" strategy — possess significant institutional innovative value and have
generated widespread positive impacts. Key experiences worthy of attention include the prioritization of legislation and planning, the
implementation of multi—-faceted policies, integrated urban—rural development, the protection of natural environments and cultural
landscapes, and the preservation of rural culture. Given the similarities between Japan and China in agricultural geography, natural
environments, and cultural contexts, as well as in policy approaches, Japan's experience offers valuable insights for the implementation of

China's comprehensive rural revitalization strategy and the realization of common prosperity.

Key Words: Rural Revitalization in Japan; One Village, One Product (OVOP); Garden City Concept; Regional Revitalization Strategy
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