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RfEHE L AN

The Phased Evolution of Japans Energy Policy since the
Fukushima Nuclear Accident; An Analysis Based on the
"Energy Trilemma'" within the "S + 3E" Framework
XU Kangjian' YANG Bojiang’

(1. School of Global and Regional Studies, University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, 102488, China;
2. Institute of Japanese Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, 100007, China)
Abstract ; After the 2011 Fukushima nuclear accident, Japans energy policy has been confronted with a
typical " energy trilemma" within the "S + 3E" framework ( Safety, Energy Security, Economic Efficien-

"energy trilemma" , this pa-

cy, and Environment). Based on the theoretical analytical framework of the
per employs policy text analysis to systematically examine the phased evolution logic and governance re-
sponses of Japans energy policy. The study finds that, with operational safety as a rigid constraint, the

" overriding priority of

priority of its policy objectives has been dynamically reordered; shifting from the
energy security" in the immediate post — crisis period, to a " mid — period shift toward economic efficien-
cy" aimed at alleviating cost pressures, and further evolving to the current stage where " environmental
goals have come to the fore" in promoting the integration of the national Green Transformation ( GX) strat-
egy. This process reflects the characteristics of situational adjustment of policy objectives. However, con-
strained by the socio — political resistance to nuclear power restart, systemic bottlenecks in renewable en-
ergy expansion, and high transition costs, the policy, while having avoided systemic risks in the short
term, has failed to achieve the synergistic optimization of the "S + 3E" objectives. The structural contra-

diction of the " energy trilemma" remains fundamentally unresolved.

Key Words: Japans energy policy," S +3E" | " energy trilemma" , energy transition, energy governance
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