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Japanese Social Movements and Its Characteristics in the Post — war Era
Hu Peng

There have been various types of social movements in Japan in the seventy years of the post — war
era, including the peace movement, the student movement, the labor movement, the anti —
publichazard movement, the environmental movement, the consumers’ movement, the women’s
movement, the movement for the publication of information, the movement for community
building, etc. In terms of their relations with the authorities, all those social movements can be
classified into three different categories, namely confrontational, request — based and
constructive, Those social movements share some common characteristics. The leaders and main
participants are the “newmiddle class” . The movements are closely connected with the social
issues. The role of internet is growing in the movements. Since the 1990s, there has been a growing
trend for Japanese social movements to shift from the confrontational type to the constructive type,
and the social movements in ideological aspect are reflected as the clashes between the national

conservatism and the pacifism and democracy.
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