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Abstract: After World War I, Japan’s rapid economic recovery and high
growth rate also gave rise to serious pollution problems. Japan, by virtue of
its first-mover advantage in environmental legislation, environmental policy,
environmental technology and experience in pollution control, initiated an
environmental diplomacy spearheaded by empiricalization. After achieving
initial results in domestic environmental governance, as an “environmentally
friendly country”, Japan went on to promote its environmental diplomacy
worldwide through environmental ODA. Since the 21st century, while the scope of
environmental issues is expanding, Japan’s environmental diplomacy is restrained
by its own economic weakness, and moved further towards securitization.
Therefore, Japan’s environmental diplomacy reflects the linkage between domestic
environmental issues and international political economy. On the one hand, Japan
provides developing countries with public goods such as experience, technology,
and funds to improve the environment through environmental diplomacy, and thus
becomes one of the major leading countries in global sustainable development; On

the other hand, Japan is also promoting environmental diplomacy by continuously
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endowing it with a platform function to pursue its own security and political
interests, and realize its strategy of becoming a military power.
Keywords: Japan; Environmental Diplomacy; Public Hazards; Kyoto Protocol;

Security
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Abstract: The two principles “One Era name for life” and “Change the Era
name as soon as ascend the throne” were introduced into the modern Japanese Era
name system and confirmed at the legal system level. After World War I1, with the
abolition of relevant law and regulation, the continuation of the era name system
became a controversial issue. While proclaiming on the legitimacy of continuous
use of era names, the government also pushed for the re-legalization of the system.
Although the political function of era name as exclusive seal of emperor was still
at risk of being exploited by conservatives after the WWII, the continuation and
re-legalization of the era name system received broad public support. Together
with the symbolic monarchy established by the post-war constitution, it evolved
into a historical tradition with Japanese characteristics. Moreover, both need to
keep pace with the time and develop in the direction that meets the demands of the
time to truly become cultural symbols of Japan and its people.
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