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of Jiangsu, Zhejiang and Anhui, and these units were expected to hold back the Japanese forces in
East China from advancing northward along the southern section of the Tianjin-Pukou Railway,
thereby providing strategic support for the main Chinese military forces’ operations around
Xuzhou. From January to May 1938, various units of the Third War Zone took the initiative to

launch attacks and partially accomplished this strategic goal.

7. The Trial of Japanese Atrocities by the Manila Military Tribunal after WWII.
Focusing on the Incidents of Civilian Massacre ----------+-c-oeeoeeveeeeeee. Chu Xinyu(88)
The Manila Military Tribunal prosecuted over 200 Japanese Class B/C war criminals, most

of whom were junior officers and non-commissioned officers. These individuals were charged not

with command responsibility, but with conventional war crimes, primarily for their direct
involvement in the massacre of civilians. In cases concerning civilian massacres in which the
perpetrators of atrocities stand as defendants, defense attorneys frequently invoked the argument
of superior orders. However, the prosecution transcended the dichotomous mindset of order-
givers and order-followers. By treating the defendants as independent criminal entities, the
prosecution meticulously examined their actions and roles in civilian massacre incidents. This
ultimately compelled the tribunal to render judgments that were both stringent and equitable.

This represents an astute application of the principle that superior orders do not absolve

individuals of responsibility in civilian massacre cases. Moreover, it offers valuable insights for

the trials of Japanese Class B and Class C war criminals by other Allied nations during the same

period.

8. The Issue of the Command of Organizational Authority in the Military-Political
Relationship of Modern Japan: Centering on the Game between the Wakatsuki
Cabinet and the Military Headquarter during the September 18™ Incident

ceeeeeeeee Zou Haodan(98)

During the September 18™ Incident in 1931, the game between the Wakatsuki Cabinet and

the Military Headquarter over troop reinforcement and military expenditure could be regarded as
the political practice of the theory of the command of organizational authority. In the aftermath of
the unauthorized crossing of the border by the Japanese troops stationed in Korea to reinforce the

Kwantung Army, the Wakatsuki Cabinet and the Military Headquarter reached a compromise

under the pressure from the Japanese imperial palace. Subsequently, the Ministry of Finance

strictly controlled military expenditure. To achieve the “conquest of Manchuria and Mongolia”,
the Military Headquarter had to implement an“invisible” troop reinforcement plan, by extending
the rotation period, causing the rotation troops to remain in Northeast China, thereby expanding
the strength of the Kwantung Army. However, their official proposal for troop reinforcement
was resisted by the Wakatsuki Cabinet. It was not until the establishment of the Inukai Cabinet
that the permission for troop reinforcement was granted, and the capture of Jinzhou was realized.

That period of history indicates that even with the “Independence of the Supreme Command

Authority”, through the indirect means of strictly controlling military expenditure, the civilian

government had the ability to restrain the Military Headquarter during wartime and thereby,

playing a role in limiting or expanding military operations to some extent.
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