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The Development of Japanese Self —perception and Its Causes in the Post — war
“Era Zhang Jianli

Japanese prime minister’ s policy speeches can be seen as a historical record, reflecting Japanese
pursuit of the readmission and recognition of the international community, in the seventy years after
the WWIL From the perspective of constructivism, the country owns three social identities, namely
the role identity, the self — identity and the collective identity, in the general order in terms of
importance. Those three social identities not only contribute to the mutual recognition between
countries in the international community, but also are the main contents of the self — perception of
its own. Throughout the historical investigation of the development of Japanese self - perception, it
can be discovered that Japanese attaches more importance to the collective identity than the role
identity and the self — identity, in opposition with the general order of importance but conforming to

Japanese special cultural mechanism in stressing the social hierarchy.
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