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The Changes and Features of Ethics in Meiji Time in Japan

TANG Yong-liang
(Research Center of Japan, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100007, China)

Abstract: Meiji Time (1868-1912) is the formative period of modern national ethics in Japan. The forma-
tion can be divided into three stages: the first stage is from the early Meiji to the 20" year of Meiji. Euro-
pean cultures spread in Japan while the traditional ethics collapsed; the second stage is during 1880 s. It
was a period of reflection. Traditional ethics was treated as Japanese essence of culture and gradually
joined the mainstream. The third stage is during the 3()lhyear of Meiji. The promulgation of“Great Japa-
nese Imperial Constitution”and “ The Imperial Rescript on Education”marked modern ethics had formed at
last.

Key words: Meiji Time; ideology of ethics; westernization; idea of national culture essence
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Causes of Citizens' Indifference toward Politics and the Countermeasures

ZHANG Ya-yong
(Party School of the Central Committee of CPC, Beijing, 100091, China)

Abstract: At present, citizens indifference toward politics is mainly caused by underdeveloped economy,
imperfect systems of political participation, backward political culture, and high costs of political participa-
tion. Thus the author argues that devoting more efforts to develop economy and cultivating citizens’ net
participation will be the important ways to eliminate such indifference.

Key words: citizen; indifference toward politics; cause; countermeasure
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