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The Meiji Restoration and Modern Japan
Cui Shiguang

The Meiji Restoration is a historical process from Japan’s opening up to the outside world to the
promulgation of the Meiji Constitution and setting up of the congress. The Meiji constitutional system
established by the Meiji government, which fundamentally defined the political process of modern
Japan, has had a profound impact on the development of modern Japan. Due to the defects of the
Meiji constitutional system and the restriction of Japanese political culture, a new political structure
was derived from the Meiji constitutional system in the actual political operation of modern Japan. In
that structure, the emperor at the top had only formal authority, and three other political groups,
namely feudatory senior members, political parties and military headquarters, became the leading
political power. The people at the bottom would also influence politics through the public
opinion. The interaction of various political forces led to the emergence of a unique scene in modern
Japan, in which feudatory senior members, political parties and military headquarters took power
in turn. Throughout the reexamination of the relationship between Meiji Restoration and modern
Japan from the perspective of historical continuity, some new insights of characteristics of Meiji

Restoration and even modern Japan can be generated.
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