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The Consciousness of Sea Power and Its Influence of Hideyoshi
ZHANG Jian-i
( Institute of Japanese Studies Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100007 China)

Abstract: Though born in a humble family Toyotomi Hideyoshi got a very high position by military
exploit and finally unified Japan in the 18th year ( 1590) becoming the dominator. Hideyoshi a charismatic
hero mistakenly copied the successful experience of his personal struggles into the diplomatic behavior of the
Japanese nation. He wanted to expand the territory of Japan by usurping the Korean peninsula and the Ming
dynasty to lead Asia. As a result Hideyoshi’s defeat of the Korean war was a great example of the Japanese
thinking about the sea power. And his long—established idea of a large Japanese territory is a consistent guide
for the later generations of Japanese to build a maritime country.
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