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How Japanese Think Tanks Conceptualize India’s Image
in a Changing World Order

By Zhang Mei

ABSTRACT . With the warming of the Japan-India relationship in the 21*
century, Japanese think tanks have consistently paid close attention to
India. While on the surface, Japanese think tanks seem to have an objective
conceptualization of India’ s image, this has actually been shaped by a
process of selecting and combining various symbolic representations that
have helped provide space for the Japanese government to pivot towards
shaping “ shared values” with India. There are three layers to this
process. First, based on Japan’ s own understanding of changes in the
international order and its own role, signs that signify common values
between the two countries vis-a-vis the international order are identified,
including the pursuit of a multipolar world, decoupling with China, and
balancing the strategic competition between the United States and
China. Second, it is a process of re-imaging and reaffirming signs that
represent the history of Japan-India friendship, and rediscovering the
strategic importance of present-day India Finally, within the context of
interactions within the Indo-Pacific region, India and Japan engage in
meaningful signaling through the US-Japan-India-Australia quadrilateral
security dialogue (the QUAD), regional economic cooperation framework,
and Japan-India bilateral cooperation in Asia and Africa. Each of these
incorporates symbolism with distinct meaning. Overall, Japan has
constructed a narrative of India as both a “key partner” or “quasi-ally”, as

well as a “special interlocuter”.
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Recognizing Disloyal Supporters:
U. S -India Relations in International Norm Dynamics

By Wang Lei

ABSTRACT: Over the past twenty years as the United States has
continued to promote “liberal norms” and international institutions, India
has continued to play the role of a “disloyal supporter. ” While voicing some
support for these norms, India has at the same time rejected full compliance
with them In turn, the United States recognizes India’ s willingness to
support the norms, without actually requiring that India adjust its behavior
or fully comply with them. This article aims to explain why a hegemonic

’ to

power openly recognizes the commitments of “disloyal supporters’
norms. When the United States urgently needs to meet domestic or
international expectations for bilateral cooperation or needs to respond to
challenges from ideological or geopolitical competitors by demonstrating the
attractiveness of the norms it promotes, it finds strategic benefits in
publicly recognizing India’ s willingness to support these norms Such an
approach by the United States enables India to obtain political benefits by
verbally expressing support for norms, while creating incentives for India
to resist U. S. pressure to comply.

KEY WORDS: International Norms; U. S -India Relations; Hegemon;

Recognition; Normative Commitment

156



