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directed orientation in both the military utilization of outer space and in space cooperation with the
United States are visibly intensifying. However, the deepening of U.S.-Japan military
collaboration in space has exerted negative impacts on space security governance and has further

exacerbated security tensions with China.

The “Dual — Layer Hedging” Strategy of Japanese Semiconductor Firms in the
Context of U. S. — China Technological Competition
Wang Chao and Wei Peng

The semiconductor industry has emerged as both the focal point and the critical arena of U.S. —
China technological competition. Under intensifying U. S. pressure on allies such as Japan to pursue
“de — Sinicization”, semiconductors have increasingly become an instrument of geopolitical
contestation. In this context, Japanese semiconductor firms have adopted a “dual — layer hedging”
strategy that combines state and market dimensions, leveraging the geopolitical environment to
promote the revival of Japan’s semiconductor sector. On the one hand, at the national level, they
hedge against political risks by aligning with U.S. — Japan governmental regulatory policies,
conducting micro — level economic diplomacy with China, introducing key overseas resources, and
consolidating domestic industrial foundations, thereby enhancing strategic autonomy on the
production side. On the other hand, at the market level, they implement commercial hedging by
expanding counter — cyclically into China’ s mature — process market while simultaneously
cultivating high — end application markets in Europe and the United States, thus constructing a
diversified configuration on the sales side. Shaped by negative perceptions of “de — Sinicization”
the endogenous impetus of industrial policy, external pull factors, and their relatively weak
discursive power within the global semiconductor value chain, Japanese semiconductor enterprises
have pursued this “dual — layer hedging” strategy to advance the restructuring of the semiconductor
industry with Japan as a supply — chain hub, to constrain China’ s semiconductor upgrading and
national security development, and ultimately to accelerate the evolution of the global power

structure while expanding the flexibility of international relations.

The Practical Characteristics of Japan’s Efforts to Safeguard National
Cultural Security in the Postwar Era Zhang Jianli

The issue of national cultural security has become a prominent topic of concern across disciplines
such as political science, international relations, cultural studies, and communication theory. In
postwar Japan’ s practices of safeguarding national cultural security, “culture” has been treated
both as an object requiring protection in line with the times and as an instrument for maintaining
national security. This dual characteristic is clearly reflected in several areas, including the
protection and utilization of the imperial institution, the absorption and instrumentalization of
Western bourgeois values, and the cultivation and application of cultural soft power. The protection
of the emperor system and the utilization of the imperial family have played a significant role in
sustaining Japan’s sense of national identity and enhancing its national image, though the
declining number of imperial family members has posed new challenges to the system’ s
continuity. While Western bourgeois values have gradually permeated Japanese society, the so —
called “values diplomacy” has achieved little substantive effect. By contrast, the cultivation and

application of cultural soft power have proven highly effective, both in boosting domestic cultural
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confidence and in elevating Japan’ s national image abroad.

Generational Characteristics and Image Perceptions: A Study of Japanese
“Generation Z” Youths’ Favorabilitytoward China
Tian Kai and Zhang Jiaming

The persistent lack of favorable sentiment toward China among the Japanese public has been a long —
standing phenomenon in Sino — Japanese relations since the late twentieth century, and addressing
this issue remains a pressing challenge for fostering the sound development of bilateral ties. Surveys
conducted in Japan indicate that levels of favorability toward China rise as respondents’ age
decreases, with younger cohorts—particularly “ Generation Z” —displaying relatively stronger
feelings of affinity toward China. Having grown up in the post — bubble era of relative economic
stagnation, Japan’ s “ Generation Z” has not experienced the psychological disillusionment
associated with the collapse of the bubble economy. This cohort is characterized by an embrace of
individualism and a general detachment from political issues, while simultaneously exhibiting a
generational propensity for engagement with mobile internet platforms and social media. In the age of
digital connectivity, some politically indifferent members of “ Generation Z”, while filtering out
Sino — Japanese political disputes, are exposed through online and social media channels to China’
s remarkable achievements in economic and social development. These dynamics are continually
shaping circles of high favorability toward China among contemporary Japanese youth. Recognizing
and actively fostering this trend of improved perceptions within younger generations may represent a

practical pathway toward gradually ameliorating Japanese society’ s overall attitude toward China.

The Inheritance and Transformation of Quantitative Research in Japan’ s
International Relations Scholarship He Ping and Huang Bei

Since the end of World War I, quantitative research in Japan’s international relations scholarship
has undergone four distinct stages—initiation, development, maturity, and deepening—each
corresponding to a generational gradient marked by the emergence of representative scholars and
seminal works, alongside shifts in core research themes and methodological approaches. Behind this
process of inheritance and transformation lie three key factors: the internal disciplinary logic and
methodological changes of international relations, Japan’ s academic traditions and scholarly
ecology, and the individual preferences and collective characteristics of scholars, though their
relative influence has varied across different stages. The integration of teaching and research, the
exemplary role of pivotal institutions and research teams, two — way channels of international
exchange, and institutional platforms such as academic associations and journals have provided
important practical support for the advancement of quantitative studies. Although the Japanese
international relations community has not experienced intense  great debates” or radical
“methodological revolutions” in this field, its sustained phases of reflection and its efforts to
balance “local characteristics” with * international mainstreams” nevertheless offer valuable

insights.
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