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Japanese Diplomatic Strategy and Foreign Relations in the Post — war Era
Lyu Yaodong

The development of Japanese diplomatic strategy has undergone three major stages, referring to the
policy with economic development orientation, the “Japan’ s normalization” and the strategic
diplomacy in pursuing to become a political and military power. Japanese strategy of “giving priority
to economic development” opened up a golden age of economic diplomacy based on the Yoshida
Doctrine from 1950s to 1960, having laid the foundation for Japanese self — asserted and
independent foreign policy as an economic power in 1970. In the 1980s and 1990s, Japan became
active in attempting to be a great political power and an “international actor” on the basis of the
“Japan’ s normalization” , showing the strong desire for changing the post — war regime. Entering
the 21st century, Japan, considering its own national interest, has made effort in implementing
the strategic diplomacy and the “values diplomacy” , which gradually exposes Japanese “traditional

nationalism” and will become the mainstream of theory and practice of Japanese foreign policy.
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