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On Japan’ s Strategic Utilization of the U.S. Asia—Pacific Re-balancing

Zhang Ruiting Wu Huaizhong

Abstract: Since the United States adopts the new Asia-Pacific Re-balancing Strategy, the White House considers
Japan as an important tool to implement its goal. As for the response of Japan, the Japanese administration have made
a series of adjustments which include the frustration of* “de-link to the U.S.” Jolicy of the Yukio Hatoyama Cabinet;
the accepting attitude of the Naoto Cabinet and the Yoshihiko Noda Cabinet who started to follow the demand of the
U.S. and tried to make a difference under the circumstance of the U.S.-Japan alliance. After Abe Shinzo came to
power for the second time in 2012, Japan revealed its intention to take advantage of the U.S. Re-balancing Strategy as
an important tool to achieve Japan ~ s political and military ambitions and to create its own strategic space, making a
series of breakthroughs in the field of military security. The consecutive strategic adjustments of Japan accelerates its
pace towards a total military rise, and has come more closer to its goal than any other time after World War |1, having
a negative impact on the security environment of China and the region.

Key words: Asia-Pacific Re-balancing Strategy; Strategic Utilization; Military Rise; the US-Japan Alliance;
Regional and International Security
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