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Japan's Foreign Strategy Toward China and the Variables in Its China Policy
in the 21st Century
LLv Yaodong

Abstract: For the purpose of maintaining its national interests, Japan has strengthened its international

strategic positioning and external strategic demands in the 21st century. Unlike Japan's strategy toward a big

power as set forth by the "Ordinary Country Theory," China adheres to the road of peaceful development,

which has led to frequent occurrence of the two countries' long—standing disputes and worsened their structural

conflicts. In the process of their future bilateral strategic interaction, China will highlight the "complementarity"

and the "strategic importance" of cooperation between the two countries, urge Japan to adjust and correct its

strategy toward China, and encourage healthy development of the Sino—Japan strategic relationship of mutual

benefit.

Keywords: Strategic positioning, national interests, diplomacy, Sino—Japan relations, strategic relationship

of mutual benefit
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