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The New Trends and Prospect of Taiwan—Japan Relations
since Tsai Ing—wen Took Office

Wang Haibin Wu Wanhong

Abstract: Ever since Tsai Ing—wen the leader of the Democratic Progressive Party took office in Taiwan in May 2016
she has departed from the policies formulated by Ma Ying—jeou authority in many issues including the ban on the food import
from Japan trying to adopt the policy of “fawning on Japan while struggling against China” so as to promote Taiwan—Japan re—
lations. The reason why Tsai Ing—wen authority takes this stand is in fact directly associated with some factors such as the
platform of “Taiwan independence” having many of the “pro—Japan” officials and the value of “worshipping Japan”. Besides
it also has something to do with the national strategies of the Abe regime to promote the “normal country” and its containment
of China and at the same time the influence of the U.S. Asia Pacific rebalancing strategy. However because of the strong un—
certainty about the Trump administration’s China policy the close collusion of the right—wing Japanese politicians with the
forces of “Taiwan independence” and the continual improvement of the affection between the people of Japan and Taiwan Tai—
wan—Japan relations the writers believe will be improved effectively in the future while Sino—Japanese relations will be faced
with more variables even though there still has been some disputes between Taiwan and Japan.

Key Words: Tsai Ing—wen Taiwan—Japan relations new trend



