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Japan’s Foreign Strategy. Strategic Mechanism and Policy Orientation from
the Perspective of National Interests

Lyu Yaodong

Japanese government has for the first time put forward the definition and connotation of national
interests since the end of WWII in Japan’s National Security Strategy in 2013. Japan’s core
interests are national security interests involving territorial issues and the restoration of its foreign
functions. Japan’s foreign strategic adjustment and political demands based on the core national
interests focus on getting rid of the “post — war regime” , changing the image of a defeated country,

and restoring some of the foreign functions of the countries deprived by the defeat in WWII by
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revising Japan’s constitution. Measures such as strengthening Japan — US alliance and the “value
diplomacy” are taken in order to maximize national interests in the Asia — Pacific region and
globally. In the long term. Japan will continue to seek for the regional and international discourse
power and leadership through the “free and open Indo — Pacific strategy” . and get rid of the shackles
of the “postwar regime” and Article 9 of the “Peace Constitution” and become able to send troops
and take military action overseas. Japan’s foreign strategic choice. aiming at maximizing national
interests. will inevitably have negative impact on peace. stability and development in the

Asia — Pacific region.
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