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Historical Survey of US Military Control of Ryukyu Islands
Chen Jingjing
( Institute of Japanese Studies Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100007)

Abstract: The US military control of the Ryukyu Islands can be divided into four stages: establishment consolidation
reduction and end. When the Battle of Okinawa came to a close in July 1945 the US military began to exert actual domi-
nation of the Ryukyu Islands. When the US Civil Administration of the Ryukyu Islands ( USCAR) was founded in 1950
and the government of the Ryukyu Islands was set up in 1952  the two-evel administrative institution was formed marking
the establishment of US military rule in Ryukyu Islands. The period of consolidation was from the 1950s to the early 1960s.
During this time the Eisenhower Administration appointed the High Commissioner to replace the deputy governor of US—
CAR and High Commissioner Caraway adopted a series of measures to reinforce the control over the islands in the period of
President Kennedy. After President Johnson took office in November 1963 the two high commissioners Watson and Un—
ger worked to loosen US control over the islands expand the degree of Ryukyu autonomy and increase Japan’s influence
on Ryukyu. And that was the US rule reduction period. From Nixon’s entry into the White House in January 1969 to May
15 1972 it was the final “reversion” period during which High Commissioner Lampart took actions step by step to end US
rule in the islands. The changes in US military rule over Ryukyu was deeply influenced by the US Far East policy and they
were the result of game playing and compromise between US and Japan between the US military and the Ryukyu govern—
ment and among the military and political circles within the United States.
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