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Japans Energy Diplomacy from the Perspective of
Geo — power of Energy: A Case Study of Cooperation with Africa
WANG Yichen BAI Ruchun

(Institute of Japanese Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, 100007, China)
Abstract ; Africa has become a key region for international energy cooperation, owing to a rich reserve of
strategic energy resources and urgent needs to develop clean energy to cope with the impact of climate
change. As a major energy importer in the world, Japan attaches great importance to ensuring its own eco-
nomic security through energy diplomacy. In this context, energy has gradually become an important area
of cooperation between the two sides. On one hand, Japan is stepping up efforts to improve the foundation
of its domestic policy mechanisms related to energy economic, on the other hand, it is actively promoting
energy diplomacy with Africa. Japan has gradually formed an energy diplomacy pattern under the coordi-
nation of the government — civilian cooperation platform, focusing on traditional energy supply and clean
energy technology. However, due to practical factors such as trade scale, competitive pressure, and en-
terprises” willingness, the overall progress of Japan — Africa energy cooperation is limited. With the suc-
cessful holding of the 8th Tokyo International Conference on African Development in 2022, Japans energy
diplomacy to Africa will become increasingly significant.
Key Words: geo — power, Japan — Africa relations, energy security, clean energy, Indo — Pacific Strate-

gy
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