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Japan to the combat vehicle of the U. S. military strategy. Therefore, it is crucial for China to attach
great importance to that phenomenon and continue addressing that issue through international

cooperation.

From Political Rightward Shift to Social Rightward Shift: A Study on the
Trend of Rightward Shift in Japan Wang Guangtao

Since the turn of the 21st century, there has been growing interest in the phenomenon of a
rightward shift in Japan, particularly in relation to its political and social dimensions. Although
most scholars acknowledge the phenomenon of a political rightward shift in Japan, there is ongoing
debate on whether Japan has experienced a corresponding social rightward shift. The diversity and
complexity of Japanese society, as well as the lack of clarity regarding the standards for measuring
social rightward shift, contribute to this divergence of opinions. The rightward shift in Japanese
politics has both “visible” and * invisible” impacts on the rightward shift in Japanese
society. Firstly, the rightward-shifting politicians and political parties influence the various actors
in Japanese society with their policy outcomes, which directly leads to the rightward shift in
Japanese society. Secondly, the “unconscious rightward shift” of various social actors objectively
conceals the reality of the rightward shift in Japanese society. Thirdly, the public subjectively
denies the reality of the rightward shift in Japanese society due to its “preference falsification” .
With the acceleration of the political rightward shift and the influence of external factors, the

rightward shift in Japanese society may become even more visible.

Japan’ s Diplomacy toward Africa from the Perspective of “Reactive”
Wang Yichen

Since the end of WWII, Japan’ s diplomacy has adjusted its foreign relations, which is mostly
characterized by “reactive” policy adjustments due to the influence of external pressures such as
the U. S. . Since Japan’ s diplomatic ties in Africa were relatively weak, Japan’ s policy toward

¢

Africa at different stages was also characterized by a more obvious “reactivity”. Among them,
Japan has shown different types of “reactive” diplomacy toward “third — party factors” such as
Asia, the Middle East, Europe, and the United States in the process of developing relations with
Africa based on various basic motives and policy orientations. In particular, the factor of China has
gradually overtaken other regions as the most important variable factor influencing Japan’ s
“reactive” diplomacy toward Africa, given Japan’s increasing strategic checks and balances with
China’ s growing influence in Africa. Japan held the eighth Tokyo International Conference on
African Development (TICAD) in 2022, which set a new direction for its cooperation with Africa,
and the trend of geopolitical games against China in the political and economic spheres is becoming

more pronounced as it sees China as the biggest strategic competitor in Africa.

Japan’s “ Threat Perception” and Its Impact on China’s Data Security
Regime Jiang Xudong
Data security becomes a new issues in China—Japan relations. Japan believes that China’ s data
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