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[REHE THH]

Japan’s Diplomacy towards the Eastern Mediterranean Region:

Manifestations., Causes. Challenges. and Trends

PANG Zhongpeng

(Institute of Japanese Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, 100007, China)

Abstract: Given the crucial geopolitical position of the Eastern Mediterranean region, Japan has taken the
opportunity to strengthen its diplomacy towards the region in recent years. Japan’s diplomacy in the East-
ern Mediterranean region focuses heavily on promoting the resolution of hot and difficult issues in the re-
gion, maritime cooperation, energy cooperation, refugee assistance, and non-traditional security issues.
While continuing to consolidate and deepen relations with important countries in the Eastern Mediterra-
nean region, Japan has also gradually expanded its diplomacy with less influential countries such as Tuni-
sia, Libya, and Syria in recent years. Japan’s continuous strengthening of diplomacy towards the Eastern
Mediterranean region can be analyzed and interpreted from various aspects such as seeking geopolitical in-
terests and demonstrating global influence. Due to various constraints, Japan’'s diplomacy in the Eastern
Mediterranean region will face some challenges and problems in the future.

Key words: Eastern Mediterranean region; geostrategy; oil and gas resources; land sea complex; marine

cooperation
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