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Reciprocal Access Agreement (RAA) and Japan—Australia Maritime Security
Cooperation

JU Jiaying and LYU Yaodong
The signing of Reciprocal Access Agreement(RAA) provides a clear path of policy
implementation and legal basis for close cooperation between Japan and Australia in
the field of maritime security. At the bilateral level, the scope of Japan—Australia co -
operation in the field of maritime security has been constantly broadened. At the
multilateral level, both Japan and Australia have also continued to cooperate with U.S
and work to deepen U.S.-Japan—Australia trilateral security and defence cooperation
in line with the ongoing implementation of the “Indo—Pacific Strategy”by the U.S.. In
the coming future, under the institututional framework of the Reciprocal Access
Agreement, Japan and Australia will have more progress in deepening their maritime
security cooperation, and in particular the mutual deployment of armed forces both
from Japan and Australia in each other’ s territories will become a regular practice.
Japan and Australia, based on their respective considerations of national interests,
will continue to strengthen their defence cooperation and actively move in the direc -
tion of building up a military “quasi-alliance”, which will inevitably have a demaging
effect onthe current strategic balance of powerin the Asia—Pacific region and
pose tising serious challenges to the security and stability of the region and the world
as a whole.
Keywords: Reciprocal Access Agreements (RAA); Japan; Australia; Maritime

Security; The Indo—Pacific Vision
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