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Geopolitical Development Trends in Northeast Asia
during the Period of Turbulence and Transformation
WANG Junsheng

Abstract; In recent years, there have been changes towards the sign of the Cold War structure over the
geopolitics in Northeast Asia region. Politically and diplomatically, the cooperation among the United
States, Japan, and South Korea is in direct opposition to the collaboration between North Korea and Rus-
sia, with strategic differences between the two blocs becoming more pronounced. Militarily, the standoff
is intensifying, and the regional arms race is escalating. Economically, the construction of “small court-
yards with high walls” by the United States, Japan, and South Korea has severely disrupted the regional
industrial and supply chain systems. This emerging trend of the Cold War in Northeast Asia is likely to
intensify great power competition, exacerbate regional divisions, escalate the arms race, and further dis-
rupt industrial and supply chains in the region. The factors contributing to the formation of this Cold War
in Northeast Asia include changes in the Biden Administration’s policy towards the Korean Peninsula, the
strategic pivot of Yoon Suk-yeol’s government towards siding with the United States, and the impact of
the Russia—Ukraine conflict. In the medium to long term, the likelihood of a fully formed Cold War struc-
ture in Northeast Asia remains low, but in the short term, this trend is expected to continue. To counter
and mitigate this Cold War, China should work to stabilize its relations with major powers, promote
healthy development of China—South Korea relations, strengthen regional cooperation in Northeast Asia,
and gradually address issues on the Korean Peninsula.

Keywords: The Northeast Asia region; The Cold War structure; The cooperation among the United
States, Japan, and South Korea; The cooperation between DPRK and Russia; China’s role

The Process and Impact of U. S. —Japan—-ROK Cooperation
under the Spirit and Principles of Camp David
LYU Yaodong, JU Jiaying

Abstract; The “Spirit of Camp David,” “Camp David Principles,” and “Commitment to Consult” are
institutional tools used by the United States to strengthen trilateral strategic coordination among the U.
S., Japan, and South Korea (ROK) and to implement the U. S. “Indo—Pacific Strategy. ” Leveraging
its dominant position in U. S. —Japan—ROK trilateral relations, the U. S. has actively promoted the
improvement of Japan—ROK relations and facilitated the signing of documents such as the “Camp David
Principles,” “The Spirit of Camp David,” and “Commitment to Consult. ” These agreements outline the
path for trilateral cooperation among the U. S. | Japan, and ROK across four dimensions; military secur-
ity, economic security, high—tech, and strategic coordination, thereby laying the groundwork for the ini-
tial construction of a trilateral security mechanism. On this basis, the U. S., together with Japan and
South Korea, seeks to influence East Asian regional affairs, synchronize interference in China’s internal
affairs, meddle in the “Taiwan Strait question” and “South China Sea issue,” and impose pressure and
sanctions on North Korea and Russia. The established trilateral security mechanism binds the U. S. | Ja-
pan, and South Korea more closely together, posing significant threats and challenges to peace and secur-
ity in East Asia and beyond.

Keywords: Camp David Principles; Spirit of Camp David; Commitment to Consult; U. S. -Japan-—

ROK; trilateral security cooperation
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