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The Historical Development and Evolution of Strategic
Cooperation between Japan and NATO

CHEN Jingjing
(Institute of Japanese Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100007, China)

[Abstract] The historical trajectory of strategic cooperation between Japan and NATO is uneven. Dur-
ing the Cold War, there were occasional interactions between the two sides and no formal relationship was
established. After the end of the Cold War, the two sides tried to establish contact during the 1990s, but
they had no common agenda and bilateral relations were relatively scattered, which was the initial stage of
strategic cooperation. After the “9+ 117 incident, anti—terrorism linked Japan and NATO agendas, during
the first decade of the 21st century, the political cooperation partnership between the two sides developed
steadily, the strategic cooperation in the field of military operations gradually deepened, and the strategic
cooperation relationship between the two sides was truly formed. After Abe’s second term in office, the stra-
tegic direction of Japan and NATO became more consistent, the political dialogue between the two sides
gradually became institutionalized, the cooperation relationship in the military field was fully launched, the
cooperation relationship in the field of defense equipment began to emerge and develop rapidly, and the
strategic cooperation between the two sides entered a stage of comprehensive deepening. In this historical
process, for Japan, strategic cooperation with NATO is an important platform for the development of security
relations between Japan and Europe. Japan seeks to leverage NATO’ s power to achieve post—war military
rise. For NATO, strategic cooperation with Japan is an important part of its global partnership framework,
and NATO is gradually introducing Asia Pacific affairs through cooperation with Japan.

[Key words] Japan; NATO; strategic cooperation; global partners; Cold War
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