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and the capability to provide supplementary public goods to the international
community and to promote the building of a fairer and more equitable global
governance system through the “Global Governance Initiative” and other
Chinese solutions.

Key words: “withdrawal diplomacy”, institutional hegemony, reform of international

organisations, global governance transformation, Global Governance Initiative

When Conservatism Encounters Populism: The Impact of Takaichi and

Imbalance in Japan’s Foreign Policy

ZHANG Yong

Abstract: Against the backdrop of surging populist undercurrents, the rise to
power of Sanae Takaichi, regarded as the *“female Shinzo Abe” and a
“conservate hardliner”, signals the accelerated rightward shift of Japanese
conservative politics. Populist forces, the internal power structure of political
parties, and the ruling coalition partner, the Japan Innovation Party (Nippon
Ishin no Kai), exerts a profound influence on the operation of the new
government. While the Takaichi government’s right-leaning tendencies have
become increasingly prominent, it also seeks to harness the momentum of
populism, with the impact of such efforts already emerging. Following the
departure of Komeito, which to a certain extent acted as a “brake” on radical
policies, the Liberal Democratic Party (LLDP) led by Takaichi and the Japan
Innovation Party have formed a “dual-accelerator” coalition government. Under
the premise of continuing the “Abe Line”, Japan’s domestic and foreign policies
will demonstrate distinct “Takaichi characteristics”. Despite occasional frictions
between the “America First” and “Japan First” priorities, Japan still regards
the Japan-U.S. Alliance as its strategic anchor. Furthermore, amid the context
of China-U. S, strategic competition, the Takaichi administration’s policies
toward the United States and China have fallen into a state of severe imbalance.
Takaichi and her diplomatic and security team will continue to hollow out and
even revise the Constitution of Japan, advance the revision of Japan’s National
Security Strategy, and even attempt to challenge the “Three Non-Nuclear
Principles” in pursuit of realizing Japan-U.S. “nuclear sharing”. These moves
aim to expedite the transformation of Japan into a “war-capable nation” and

substantially enhance deterrence against China. In terms of China-Japan



relations, populism-driven xenophobic sentiments have given rise to “national
security” as a new diplomatic imperative. Takaichi has linked the so-called
“Taiwan contingency” to the exercise of the right to collective self-defense,
grossly interfering in China’s internal affairs and endangering peace and stability
across the Taiwan Strait. Her erroneous remarks and reckless actions regarding
Taiwan are extremely irresponsible and dangerous, posing severe challenges to
China-Japan relations and regional peace.

Key words: Sanae Takaichi, the “Abe Line”, populism, Japan-U.S. alliance,

China-Japan relations

“America First” Endures: The Public Roots of Populist Foreign Policy
FU Shu

Abstract: The rise of American populism, particularly the right-wing populist
surge exemplified by Donald Trump, has reshaped the landscape of U. S.
domestic politics and foreign policy. Delineating the core tenets of American
populist foreign policy and its public opinion basis is conducive to understanding
the future trajectory of U.S. diplomacy. Theoretically, the “America First”
agenda can be conceptualized along three dimensions: anti-multilateralism in
the political domain, anti-globalism in the economic domain, and anti-value-
based diplomacy in the cultural domain. Empirically, this study draws on two
nationally representative surveys: the 2020 American National Election Studies
(ANES) and the 2022 Survey by the Chicago Council on Global Affairs
(CCGA). By adopting cross-survey imputation and matching methods, it
identifies the causal relationships between Americans’ sense of crisis in the
political, economic, and cultural dimensions and their attitudes toward populist
foreign policies. The results indicate that political populist tendencies significantly
strengthen isolationism, contempt for allies, and opposition to international
organizations; economic populist tendencies notably increase support for tariffs;
and cultural populist tendencies reinforce rejection of democracy promotion and
multicultural values. The evidence demonstrates that the formation of
America’s populist foreign policy is no coincidence. Endowed with extensive
public opinion and social foundations, it emerges as a spillover effect of
domestic political distrust, economic inequality, and cultural anxiety. This

populist foreign policy is likely to exert a long-term impact on U.S. foreign
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