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The Construction of Vietnam’s Digital Cultural Sovereignty :
A Techno—Nationalist Perspective

CHEN Haili', BAI Ruchun®
(1. School of Southeast Asian Studies, Guangxi Minzu University, Nanning 530006, Guangxi;
2. School of Global and Regional Studies, University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 102488)

Abstract: With the advancement of global digitalization, the erosion of digital cultural sovereignty has become a
shared dilemma for Global South nations. As a fast—growing latecomer in Southeast Asia, Vietnam faces multifaceted chal-
lenges , including cross—border platform regulatory deficits, massive data outflow, and weakened cultural identity. Driven by
techno—nationalism, Vietnam has systematically reconstructed its digital cultural sovereignty across three dimensions: re-
claiming territorial jurisdiction through strategic upgrades and legislative synergy, reducing structural dependence on trans-
national platforms by fostering a native platform ecosystem and localizing data assets, and nurturing digital citizens to re-
build the state’s capacity in identity construction. Vietnam’s practice demonstrates that Global South countries can achieve
sovereign ““leapfrogging” in the relatively low—tech threshold domain of digital culture, offering valuable insights for other
developing nations.

Key words: Vietnam, digital cultural sovereignty, techno—nationalism, digitalization
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