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The Security Law Reform of the Abe Administration Zhang Xiaolei

Japanese reform of security laws has been escaping from the restriction of the “peace constitution”
meanwhile strengthening the legal effect of U. S — Japan Security Treaty. During the Cold War era,
in the 1990°s and early the 21st century, Japan had taken steps to break through the legal
restriction and strengthen U. S — Japan security cooperation, laying foundation for the security law
reform of Abe administration. The LDP’ s political experience, the growing of Japan’ s conservatism,
the driving of U. S. strategic interests and the deepening strategic mutual suspicion between China and
Japan all contribute to the reform. It is foreseeable the PM Abe, with the long — term goal of Japan’s
“ normalization ” and military building —up, will further accelerate the implementation of
constitutional amendment, lifting the ban on collective self —defense right through changing the
constitutional interpretation and modifying the package of related security laws, in order to expand the
range of the Japanese SDF activities as well as intervening regional and international security
affairs. The reform has deviated from the principles and spirit of Japan constitution and damaged the

security of the Asia — pacific region and the world.
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