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Japanese Seventy Years in the Post ~ war Era: The Dilemma and the Wrong
Direction Li Wei
In the seventy years in the post — war era, Japan has dwelled for a long time in the dilemma of
historical issues due to the halfway after — war settlement. The general consensus relating to the historical
recognition has not been reached yet in Japanese society. In terms of after — war reconciliation with its
neighboring countries, what Japan has expected is the “technical treatment” , with the lowest marginal
costs in diplomatic practicerather than the spiritual growth and transformation. Since the end of WWII,
Japan had rapidly achieved the economic prosperity of its own and made contribution to the regional
economic growth, walking on the path of peaceful development with the principle based on the ninth
article of its post —war pacifist constitution; however, in the recent years, there has been growth of the
rightist and historical revisionist remarks and action as well as the strategic transformation of the security
and defense policy in Japan. In the coming years, in what way to deal with Japan, which has not
realized the spiritual growth in historical issues but insisted on the expansion of its military capability
overseas, will be a critical question for the international community, in particular for China and other

countries in the East Asia.
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