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The Evolution of Japanese National Strategy in the Seventy Years of the Post —

war Era Yang Bojiang

The defeat in WWII in 1945 marked the failure of Japanese former national strategy based on total
militarism. The system of a newly emerged national strategy, characterized with economic
development orientation, was initially built in Japan with the enactment of Japanese Constitution in
1947 and the signing of Treaty of San Francisco and Japan —U. S. Security Treaty in 1951. The
Japanese national strategy in the post — war era has undergone three major historical stages. The first
is from the end of WWII to the end of 1970s, characterized with the building — up of a national
strategy with economic development orientation, the second is 1980s and the first half of 1990s,
characterized with strategic transition and the setting — up of new goals. The third is from the second
half of 1990s until now, characterized with the strategic pursuit of a political and military
power. The evolution of Japanese national strategy is based on the changes of Japanese domestic
politics and its external environment, leading to the changes of Japanese way of defining core
national interest, strategic goals and approaches. Throughout the process, Japamese pursuit of
becoming a political and military power seems to be a consistent constituent of the national strategy,

which has inspired our further reflection on Japanese development in the future.
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