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Japan’s Attempt for Exercising the Right of Collective Self - defense from the
Perspective of Japanese Constitution Zhang Xiaolei

Japanese Prime Minister Abe has adopted two different legal methods of lifting the ban on Japan’s
exercising the right of collective self — defense, which are namely the direct revision of constitution

and the revision of constitutional interpretation. From the perspective of constitutional law and

@ Daniel R. Russel, “Opportunities and Challenges in the U. S. — Japan and U. S. - Republic of Korea
Alliances” , March 4, 2014, http: //www. state. gov/p/eap/rls/rm/2014/03/222903. htm.

@ “2014 Quadrennial Defense Review”, http: //www. defense. gov/home/features/2014/0314 _ sdr/
qdr. aspx.
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practice, there are problems in both the two methods. The direct revision of constitution will
definitely undermine the pacifist principle of Japan’s constitution and destroy the source status
relationship between Japan’ s constitution and international treaties such as the Cairo declaration,
the Potsdam Proclamation and the United Nations Charter. Meanwhile, the revision of constitutional
interpretation is beyond the power of the cabinet to interpret the constitution. In spite of many
problem in legal terms, there will be more probability for Japan to attempt to exercise the right of

Japan’ s self — defense.
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