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A Brief Discussion of the Reforms in
Japan’s Local Division of Power at the Turn of Century
BAI Ruchun

(Japan Institute, China Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, 100007)
Abstract: Major changes have occurred in the politics and economy of Japanese society in 1990s,
which have greatly challenged the traditional administrative system characterized by centralization of
power. Faced with this new situation, the recent few cabinets have all paid greater efforts in
administrative reforms, and the local division of power has been called by the public opinion as the
“Third Revolution” after Meizu Reform and the Post-war Reform. After almost ten years of careful
studies, Japan’s local division of power, as a trans-century system project, is about to enter the stage
of implementation. A new type of central-local relationship is ready to come out.
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