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Japan’ s Contemporary Security Policy: A Radical Revision or a Gradual
Transformation?
Wu Huaizhong

The transformation of Japan’ s security policy has attracted global attention. Since Abe returned to
power in 2012, he has made rapid progress and major breakthroughs in the core of his defense
policy concept, which has been embodied in the continuous renewal of Japan’s policy and legal
system, the reform of mechanism and the structural adjustment and strengthening of military
power. Those progress and breakthrough above are basically historical continuation of changes of
Japan’ s overall defense policy since the end of the Cold War. Due to the persistent restriction and
self — restraint, little substantial changes have been made relating to the pillar of Japan’s “security
identity” , reflected by key indicator of linking with revising Japan’ s constitution, strengthening
the military power and sending troops and taking military action overseas. With the acceleration of
profound changes in the world, the Abe administration starts a new round of security defense policy
adjustment, pushing forward the construction of defense autonomy and counterstrike capability and

‘

keeping the policy focus on the “southwest defense” and Indo — Pacific security, making the
attitude of neighbouring countries towards Japan even more harsh and having impact on the

transformation of regional situation and the balance of power.
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