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A Comparative Political Analysis of Japan’s Politics with the Dominance
of Prime Minister’s Office

HE Xiaosong

Abstract: The concept of “separation of powers” is widely used in the
comparative analysis of political systems of presidential government and
parliamentary government. In recent years, the concept of “separation
of purposes” between the executive and the legislature branches has been
also put forward, which is derived from different political purposes and
interests of each governmental departments. The “separation of pur
pose” between the head of government and the legislative branch is based
on the electoral system, which not only affects the political party sys-
tem, the power structure of the party and the way of its organization,
but also produces the consistency or inconsistency in the political action
between the congressmen and leaders of government. In the Japanese
ruling coalition, the policy objectives of each party are different, and the
ruling party is also divided into several factions, with a high degree of
“separation of purpose” between the prime minister and the ruling party
members. Through the reform of the electoral system, the degree of
“separation of purpose” between prime minister and the parliament has
been changed, and that between prime minister and bureaucracy has
been reduced. Since having taken office, Shinzo Abe strengthens his
control over the Liberal Democratic Party and the bureaucracy, in order

” and establishes a rela-

to reduce the degree of “separation of purposes,’
tively well — functioned political structure with the dominance of the
prime minister,

Keywords: political pattern with the dominance of the prime minister’s
office; political reform; separation of power; separation of purpose; one

— party dominance
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