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Japan’s Cross — border Data Flow Governance

Zhang Xiaolei

The existing academic researches on cross — border data flow governance mostly focus on the
practice in the EU and the United States leaving the research on Japan’s cross — border data flow
governance less specified with insufficient studies on Japan’s policy evolution motivation and

rule — making. Japan’s policy of cross —border data flow governance has a late start but is
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implemented in an efficient way with the direction from domestic legislation bilateral and
multilateral international agreement to the formation of global rules. Japan has some unique
advantage in promoting the rule — making of global cross —border data governance. Strengthening
cross — border data flow governance serves as a way for Japan to hedge against economic recession
and develop its digital economy that contributes to improve the competitiveness of its manufacturing
industry. From a strategic perspective Japan’ s cross — border data flow governance also aims at
improving its soft power in the cyberspace which may enhance its overall national strength and
leadership in the international order. China and Japan have certain space for cooperation in cross —
border data flow governance. Both sides may not only choose and learn from the existing cross —
border data cooperation mechanism but also try to explore new ways of cooperation according to their

respective national condition.
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