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Abstracts

Japan’ s Unconditional Surrender
Jiang Lifeng

On the issue of Japan’s unconditional surrender, the article argues that whether to retain the
imperial system or not is not the key to judge Japan’ s unconditional surrender or conditional
surrender, and the Potsdam Declaration is the most basic document to judge Japan’ s unconditional
surrender or not. The document is clear and unambiguous, allowing no further development or
association. The document makes no direct provision on the existence or abolition of the imperial
system, but calls for the “formation of a peaceful and responsible government in accordance with
the freely expressed will of the Japanese people”. Therefore, after Japan’s surrender, “according
to the freely expressed will of the Japanese people” , the modern emperor system was established,
which was different from the traditional emperor system. That political reform in line with the spirit
of the Potsdam Declaration had no contradiction with Japan’s unconditional surrender. The
historical fact is that the situation at home and abroad on the eve of Japan’s surrender has
determined that Japan has no other choice but to surrender unconditionally if it does not want its
nation to perish. The unconditional surrender of Japan was the only goal that the Allies had fought
for for years, whether Roosevelt or Truman, and that had not changed. The full text of the Potsdam
Declaration means that Japan must unconditionally surrender, that is, unconditionally surrender in
accordance with the conditions stipulated in the Potsdam Declaration. Finally, under the
intervention of the Emperor of Japan, the Japanese militarist ruling group accepted the Potsdam
Declaration without any conditions, and Japan’s unconditional surrender has become an

indisputable historical fact.

Japan’ s Security Strategy towards China: An Analysis of a Balancing Agenda

Wu Huaizhong

In Asia and China’ s neighboring countries, Japan is the most typical country that adopts the
strategy of counterbalancing China. At present, although vigorously promoting internal balancing
with its own strength, Japan still needs to mainly rely on external balancing and balances by
strengthening alliance and balance of power. In the new situation of intensified strategic competition
between China and the United States and complex game between major power, Japan’s internal
and external counterbalancing against China show a trend of simultaneous strengthening and mutual

promotion. In order to solve the problems of lacking in power and means while conducting the
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