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Abstracts

The Trend of Japan’s Domestic and Foreign Affairs from the Perspective of
Changes in the Political Configuration: Focusing on Elections of LDP

President and House of Representatives IJS Research Team

The election of the president of the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) and the 49" election of the
House of Representatives have caused changes in Japan’s domestic and foreign affairs. The LDP’ s
presidential candidate election has shaken the politics of “pro — politics”, but it has not affected
the party’ s traditional conservative position. After the elections, the Kishida administration
attempts to focus on constitutional amendment, new capitalism, human rights issues, and
strengthening Japan’s defense capabilities as domestic, foreign and national security priorities. The
Kishida administration”’ s intention to strengthen the “Indo - Pacific vision” and its security
mechanism based on the Japan — US alliance contrasts with and deviates from its slogan of keeping

diplomatic dialogue with China.

The Most Important Ally in for the United States under the Biden Administration
Japan’s New Approach toward China Shi Yinhong

Japan is the most important ally for the United States under the Joe Biden administration. In the
context of China’ s dramatic rise, the former Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and the former
U. S. President Donald Trump laid foundation for a Japan — U. S. super — special partnership in
containing against China, while Abe’s successor Yoshihide Suga and that of Trump Joe Biden had
further improved it remarkably. During the period of the Suga administration, as the Biden
Administration had constantly strengthened precautions and containment and rollbacks against
China, Japan provided its closest cooperation with U. S. at the strategic and military fronts. On the
Taiwan issue, Japan has severely damaged the bottom —line of the political relationship with
China, and developed a fundamental national policy to launch a large scale military intervention in
the possible breakout of warfare across the Taiwan Strait. Over the disputes over Diaoyu Islands and
East China Sea, accompanying with repeated declarations from Biden of the applicability of the
article 5" of the U. S. — Japan Security Treaty to the Diaoyu Island issue, the Japanese government
has frequently declared its opposition against China’ s unilateral efforts to change the status quo in
East China Sea, and it has been very active in promoting the Biden — led Indo — Pacific coalition of
QUAD mainly targeting on China, even playing some leading role at times. Meanwhile, Japan still

have a degree of prudence toward relations with China, trying to maintain Japan’s profitable trade
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