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Exploring Political Unconstitutionality in Post-War Japan Under the
Principle of “Separation of Politics and Religion”: A Case Study of the
Connection Between the Liberal Democratic Party and Unification Church

ZHAO Gang
(Institute of Japanese Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, 100007, China)

Abstract: On July 8, 2022, Shinzo Abe, the longest-serving prime minister in Japan’ s constitutional his-
tory, was assassinated. The assailant was a middle-aged who had been victimized by the emerging religious
group known as the Unification Church. Abe became the first prime minister to be assassinated due to reli-
gious motivations since the Meiji Restoration. Despite Japan’ s current constitution clearly mandating the
separation of religion and politics, post-assassination revelations exposed various illicit dealings between
influential members of the ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP), including Abe, and the Unification
Church. Since its inception, the LDP has made constitutional amendment its long-standing political objec-
tive. In pursuit of this goal, conservative factions within the LDP colluded with religious groups seeking
political protection, engaging in covert transactions. These actions not only contravened the constitutional
principle of separation but also inflicted psychological and financial losses on numerous families. This paper
seeks to dissect the assassination of Shinzo Abe and uncover the truth regarding the LDP’ s unconstitu-
tional practices perpetrated by conservative forces.
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