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The Trajectory, Characteristics and Trends of Sino - Japanese Relations in
the Postwar Era Wu Huaizhong

The development of Sino - Japanese relations in the past seventy years in the postwar era is
characterized as a pfocess which abnormality dominates in general but is shifting from abnormality
to normality in the later stage, from the perspective of a long historical period of civilization. It is
also characterized as a process of the normalization of bilateral relations from the perspective of the
postwar period. The development of Sino — Japanese relations in the past seventy years can be
divided into five major stages, respectively the starting point of abnormal bilateral relations, the
stage seeking for normalization, the stage featuring the “honeymoon” period, the stage of
transition and strategic adjustment, and the stage of a “new normal” based on a relatively fixed
strategic pattern. During the past seventy years, all aspects of Sino — Japanese development have in
no way synchronously developed. Since the normalization of the bilateral relations, Sino — Japanese
relations has reflected a series of the new characteristics such as the souring of strategic partnership,
the warming of economic and trading ties, the solidification of “separating economy from politics” ,
the highlight of military factor, intensification of international competition, and the worsening of the
people’ s sentiments toward each other. The development of Sino — Japanese relations is determined by

the prospects for development of China and Japan, their strategic choice and interaction.
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