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Japan's Foreign Policy Adjustment to China from the Perspective of Neoclassical Realism:
An Investigation Centered on the Decision to ''Purchase Diaoyu Islands"

Li Mei Zhang Yong

Abstract: The "purchase of Diaoyu islands" decision during the Noda administration was one of the typical cases
in Sino—Japan relations. This major foreign policy decision took place in the context of the profound decline of the
international system such as the relative decline of the United States, the rise of China, and the reversal of Sino—
Japanese power. In essence, Japan is taking the "China threat theory" as a potential context in the context of strategic
transformation and adjustment of China's policy, catering to domestic conservative sentiments and propositions, and
actively breaking the policy decisions of important understandings and consensus reached between China and Japan.
The results of policy implementation have worsened Sino—Japanese relations and have intensified regional conflicts to
some extent. The neoclassical realism international political theory provides useful analytical tools when interpreting the
"purchase of the islands" decision.

Key Words: Neoclassical Realism; Noda Government; Diaoyu Islands; Diplomatic Decision—making; Sino-Japanese

Relations
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