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Construction of the Image of China by Japanese Think Tanks and
Mainstream Media in the Context of International Change

ZHANG Mei
(Institute of Japanese Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, 100007, China)

Abstract: China’s image in Japan undergoes profound changes due to the changes of international order, the
outbreak of COVID-19 pandemic and the intensification of strategic competition between China and the U-
nited States. Japanese think tanks and mainstream media are more aware of China in the context of changes
in the international order, and more in a multilateral framework rather than in a bilateral one. Under the
comprehensive force of diverse factors, Japan has formed multiple layers of China’s image, such as “rising
power”, “rewriter of international order”, a tough and tenacious country under the epidemic situation, and
“the imaginary enemy” of the United States with uncertainty. Although it is not necessarily objective, Ja-
pan’s construction of the image of China is based on the construction of its own identity, which is a main-
tainer of the current international order and coordinator with “unequal distance” between China and the U-
nited States. We should fully mobilize the constructive factors in its cognition of China, eliminate the unfa-
vorable factors, and prevent the image from being stereotyped.
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