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Abstracts

Japan’ s Unconditional Surrender
Jiang Lifeng

On the issue of Japan’s unconditional surrender, the article argues that whether to retain the
imperial system or not is not the key to judge Japan’ s unconditional surrender or conditional
surrender, and the Potsdam Declaration is the most basic document to judge Japan’ s unconditional
surrender or not. The document is clear and unambiguous, allowing no further development or
association. The document makes no direct provision on the existence or abolition of the imperial
system, but calls for the “formation of a peaceful and responsible government in accordance with
the freely expressed will of the Japanese people”. Therefore, after Japan’s surrender, “according
to the freely expressed will of the Japanese people” , the modern emperor system was established,
which was different from the traditional emperor system. That political reform in line with the spirit
of the Potsdam Declaration had no contradiction with Japan’s unconditional surrender. The
historical fact is that the situation at home and abroad on the eve of Japan’s surrender has
determined that Japan has no other choice but to surrender unconditionally if it does not want its
nation to perish. The unconditional surrender of Japan was the only goal that the Allies had fought
for for years, whether Roosevelt or Truman, and that had not changed. The full text of the Potsdam
Declaration means that Japan must unconditionally surrender, that is, unconditionally surrender in
accordance with the conditions stipulated in the Potsdam Declaration. Finally, under the
intervention of the Emperor of Japan, the Japanese militarist ruling group accepted the Potsdam
Declaration without any conditions, and Japan’s unconditional surrender has become an

indisputable historical fact.

Japan’ s Security Strategy towards China: An Analysis of a Balancing Agenda

Wu Huaizhong

In Asia and China’ s neighboring countries, Japan is the most typical country that adopts the
strategy of counterbalancing China. At present, although vigorously promoting internal balancing
with its own strength, Japan still needs to mainly rely on external balancing and balances by
strengthening alliance and balance of power. In the new situation of intensified strategic competition
between China and the United States and complex game between major power, Japan’s internal
and external counterbalancing against China show a trend of simultaneous strengthening and mutual

promotion. In order to solve the problems of lacking in power and means while conducting the
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internal balancing, Japan makes efforts in promoting economic security policy and building
offensive military capacity. Meanwhile, in order to solve the problem of “alliance doubt” in
conducting external balancing, Japan takes two major measures to keep the United States by
making use of issues of “two Seas” and building a “quasi — alliance” system and attract it into
Asia. Of course, Japan’s counterbalancing against China also faces various formidable internal and
external constraints and dilemmas, which has left some room for manoeuvre in the strategic
turnaround of China — Japan relations. At a macro level, as the essence of Japan’s security strategy
towards China, balancing leads to the strained political and security relations between China and
Japan, and also makes it difficult for China to achieve a breakthrough in its efforts to improve

relations with Japan.

The Centralization and Decentralization in the Promotion of Japan’s FOIP

Cheng Yun

Since modern times, the formation of international norms is mostly centered on western countries.
However, with the rise of the developing countries, the “centralization” model of traditional norms
has begun to shake, and the behavior of the advocates of norms has also begun to reflect the dual —
track characteristics of hoth “ centralization” and “ decentralization”. Under the model of dual
track, Japan’s promotion of Free and Open Indo — Pacific (FOIP) shows obvious swing. In the era
of FOIP 1.0, Japan focuses on building a “centralized” model of norm emergence with the United
States, Australia and India as the normative core. In the era of FOIP 2.0, Japan has shown a
“decentralized” posture of extensive consultation and building consensus with China and ASEAN.
In the era of FOIP 3.0, although Japan still shouted the slogan of respecting the central position of
ASEAN, with the introduction of the “The spirit of the Quad” and Japan’s full Participation in
ASEAN’ s Outlook of Indo — Pacific, the advocacy mode of standardized generation shifted back to
the “centralized” mode again. The swing will continue in the foreseeable future. However, the so -
called “The spirit of the Quad” is essentially inconsistent with the “diversity” and “inclusiveness”
concepts advocated by many small and medium - sized countries in the Indo — Pacific region, and
from the perspective of effectiveness, this exclusive collectivism is not suitable for governing
various global problems faced by today’s human society. Therefore, the construction of new
regional norms in the Indo — Pacific region ultimately needs to follow the “decentralization” model
of norm emergence and promote the extensive consultation, joint contribution and shared benefits

with relevant countries.

The Remodeling of Japan’s Supply Chain and Its Prospects
Chen Youjun and Zhao Lei

The epidemic has impacted the already fragile political and economic structure of the world. In the

post — epidemic era, the reshaping of the global supply chain network is a foregone conclusion. At
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