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Abstracts

The Management of “Alliance Dilemma” and Changes of Japan’s Relationship

with China Wu Huaizhong

The U. S. alliance has played a strategic and structural role in the China — Japan relations since the
normalization of diplomatic ties 50 years ago. Japan’s classic response to the dilemma of
“abandonment” in its alliance, namely the dual - track path of strengthening the Japan — U. S. ties
and adjusting its China strategy, has an impact on China — Japan relations. The crisis of trust in the
alliance symbolized by “ the Nixon Shock” and the change of China — U. S — Japan relations served
as external driving forces that promoted Japan’s decision to quickly resume diplomatic ties with
China in 1972. During the 1980s and 1990s, trade frictions and the “drifting” of bilateral relations
occurred within the Japan — U. S. alliance. Due to the dual factors of the Cold War structure and
China’ s weakness, the influence of Japan’s dual — track response on China was generally positive
or stable. After that, with China’s economic power exceeded Japan’s, Japan became worried that
the U. S. would “prioritized China over Japan” and “accommodated” China. In the second term of the
Obama administration, Japan significantly strengthened its alliance with the U.S. and began to find
ways to relax relations with China. Since then, the effect of its dual — track response has increasingly
shown differentiation and even opposite direction. However, “the Trump shock” once made Japan feels
a great sense of crisis about the reliability of its alliance, and carried out phased “abnormal” tactical
hedging centering on its approach to China by embracing the US countermeasures. Since Biden took
office, Japan has regained confidence in the alliance in general. However, the Russia — Ukraine
conflict made Japan worried about the way and extent of U. S. intervention in the event of “East
Asia crisis”. Therefore, Japan attempt to stabilize and retain the alliance radically and avoided
head —on conflict while dealing severely with China. In short, in the past 50 years since the
normalization of diplomatic ties between China and Japan, the effectiveness of Japan’ s alliance
management has continued to have an impact on the China — Japan relations and even the regional

power pattern, which deserves attention and discussion.
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