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Abstracts )

The Past and Future of Japan’s Policy toward China: From the Perspective of

National Interest Lyu Yaodong

Japan’ s “peace and friendship” policy toward China has changed with the changing of international
environment and has deviated from that at the beginning of the normalization of diplomatic relations
between the two countries. By the end of the Cold War, the security issues in northern Japan have
been eased; the security issues and common security interests concerned in the “China — Japan
Treaty of Peace and Friendship” has become less important. However, historical issues such as
Taiwan, the East China Sea, and the Diaoyu Islands issues are becoming prominent. Although
having always claimed that China — Japan relations decide regional peace and stable development,
Japan often violates the principles of the four political documents of China — Japan relations for the
sake of its interests. The conflicts on security, politics, and values between China and Japan have
always been prominent, but that cannot be an excuse for Japan to frequently challenge the spirit of
the principles of the four political documents. In the future, whether Japan can adhere to the spirit
of the principles of the four political documents in its policy toward China and implement the
“common interests” of China and Japan and of the region will become the key to safeguarding and

promoting China — Japan relations.

The Evolution and Typical Characteristics of Japan’s Cognition of China

Tian Qingli

In the 50 years since the normalization of China — Japan diplomatic relations, the evolution of
Japan’ s cognition toward China can be roughly divided into three stages: friendly cooperation led
by emotional cognition (1972 -1992 ), interactive game from the perspective of strategic
prevention (1992 —2012), and strategic balance in the transition period of competition and
coordination (2012 —2022) . The formation of Japan’s cognition of China is deeply influenced by
multiple variables such as the change in the international environment, the ebb, and flow of
national strength, the different values, the fierce geopolitical game, the change of alliance
system, the hedging of regional cooperation and the intensification of global competition. It shows
different typical characteristics in different stages: Based on the concept of  constructive
engagement” in the late Cold War era, China was cast as a “friend” by Japan. Based on the
consciousness of “strategic preparedness” in the post — Cold War era, Japan defines China as a
“partner” in mutually beneficial cooperation. Following the thinking of “all — round checks and
balances” in the new era, Japan has gradually set China as an “adversary” in its strategic
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