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the power of drafting suggested rescripts for the emperor, which was known as piaoni ( 2%
1), the chief eunuchs were given the right to note down remarks in red color, known as
pihong ( #t £1 ), on the incoming memorials, and the emperor ruled by the combination
of the two approaches, which evolved into the “new ancestral system”. This not only
changed the power structure and government operation of imperial politics in the early
Ming Dynasty, but also affected the representation of imperial power in the middle and
late Ming Dynasty. Besides, the political status of the Grand Secretariat was promoted and
institutional space was created for eunuchs to participate in the central decision-making
process. The disconnection between the “new ancestral system” and the system set up by
Hongwu Emperor in the early Ming Dynasty led to the widespread and lasting criticism of

the monarchical power, the Grand Secretariat and eunuchs.

A Review of the History of the East China Sea Territory’s Formation in Ancient
China through Analysis of the Evolution of the “Liuqiu” Direction Chen Gang (119)

The image of an island country in the East China Sea named “Liuqiu” contained
in the SuiShu is actually a composite of many Sui Dynasty overseas explorations with
different natures, directions, and destinations, composed in the early Tang Dynasty, so
its specific direction is not clear. From the Tang Dynasty to the Song Dynasty, various
groups, including officials, scholars, maritime merchants and seafarers, participated in
the development of the East China Sea, and sea routes were continuously expanded.
Different coastal areas formed their own images of “Liuqiu”. During this process,
the region referred to as “Liuqiu” transitioned from the imagination to reality, and
gradually pointing to Taiwan Island. During the Yuan and Ming Dynasties, Chinese
officials strengthened their management of Taiwan Island and the “Liuqiu”/Ryukyu
Islands in response to the changing situation in the East China Sea, and achieved
administrative jurisdiction over Taiwan Island and a regular state of control over the
Ryukyu waters, with “Liuqiu” coming to refer to the present day Ryukyu Islands under

their influence.
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