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Abstracts

Decision — Making and Its Evolution during the War of Japanese Aggression
against China Zang Yunhu

During the war of Japanese aggression against China (1931 —1945), throughout the three
historical stages—the period of partial invasion, the early stage of full-scale invasion, and the
later stage of full-scale invasion—Japan’s invasion—related decision—-making, centered on
political and strategic considerations, demonstrated a process of historical evolution. From the
perspective of decision — making mechanisms, the decisions regarding Japan’ s war of aggression
against China were comprehensive decisions made by Japan’s highest ruling group, led by
Emperor Showa and including both the government and the military. From the perspective of the
decision — making process, a series of decisions made by Japan during its war of aggression against
China showed a considerable degree of planning. From the perspective of decision content, Japan’s
gradual war decisions—from Northeast China, North China, to the whole of China and even to the
world—confirmed the strategic policy and plan of aggression against China as embodied in the
“Tanaka Memorial”, and exhibited historical inevitability. The war of aggression against China
launched by Japanese imperialism in order to implement its continental policy was an unjust war,
and its defeat was also an inevitable outcome. Drawing lessons from history, continuing on the path
of peaceful development is the correct summary of historical lessons.

A Study on the Remaining Issues of Japan’s War of Aggression against China
Su Zhiliang Yang Yanjun Gao Xiaoyan and Xue Yi

The year 2025 marks the 80th anniversary of the victory of the Chinese People’ s War of Resistance
against Japanese Aggression and the World Anti — Fascist War. Under the theme of “ A Study on the
Remaining Issues of Japan’ s War of Aggression against China”, the editorial board has invited
four experts: Professor Su Zhiliang of Shanghai Normal University, Professor Yang Yanjun of
Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Researcher Gao Xiaoyan of the Heilongjiang Academy of Social
Sciences, and Professor Xue Yi of Wuhan University. From the respective perspectives of the
“comfort women” issue, the issue of biological warfare, the issue of chemical weapons, and the
issue of forced labor, they expose a series of crimes against humanity committed by Japan during its
war of aggression against China. This study sorts out the research history of these related issues,
summarizes major recent academic achievements or newly uncovered historical materials, identifies
existing problems, and outlines future directions of research. It also explores the profound impact of
these issues on China — Japan relations and regional peace and stability.

The Trial of War Criminals as a Pillar of the Post - WWII International Order

Jiang Lifeng
After the end of World War II, based on documents such as the Cairo Declaration, the Yalta
Agreement, the Potsdam Proclamation, and the instruments of surrender of Italy, Germany, and
Japan, the Allied powers—including the United States, the United Kingdom, the Soviet Union,
and China—undertook the reconstruction of the international order in Europe and Asia. One of the
most important aspects of this reconstruction was the thorough transformation of Germany and

— 161 —



J HAZT] 2025 4E45 3 1

Japan, which had been the primary sources of war in the modern era. The main measures included
delimiting territorial boundaries, eliminating militarist forces, and promoting democratization
reforms. Among these, the trial of war criminals—due to its significant role in eradicating
militarism and correcting distorted social ideologies—became a crucial pillar in establishing the post —
World War II international order. The outcomes achieved by the Nuremberg Trials and the Tokyo
Trial in this regard are undeniable. However, the problems inherent in the Tokyo Trial should also
be noted. Moreover, the Japanese government has skillfully taken advantage of shifts in the
international landscape, and after years of effort, has fostered a resurgence of wartime ideological
tendencies within Japanese society. As Japan is a neighboring country with deep historical ties to
China, this trend warrants close and serious attention from the Chinese side.

The Juridical and Historical Significance of the Tokyo Trial
Jiang Peichen and Cheng Zhaoqi

The Tokyo Trial was a legal practice that reached a final judgment on the nature of Japan’ s
aggression during World War I It reaffirmed the principles established by the Nuremberg Trials,
while also exhibiting certain differences in detail. The facts revealed during the Tokyo Trial
challenged Japan’ s wartime ideology of emperor—centered nationalism and militarism, carrying
historical significance in promoting Japan’ s reflection on its war responsibility and shaping the
trajectory of its postwar social development. Although in contemporary Japanese society, right — wing
forces vehemently deny the legitimacy of the Tokyo Trial under the banner of “overcoming the Tokyo
Trial view of history”, such arguments are fundamentally political in nature and lack academic
rigor. The Japanese right regards the repudiation of the Tokyo Trial as a prerequisite for dismantling the
postwar system, which has led them to overemphasize the shortcomings of the Tokyo Trial, thereby

deviating from the mainstream academic evaluation and research of the tribunal.

The Allied Occupation Policy toward Japan and the Pursuit of War
Responsibility Song Zhiyong

After Japan’s defeat and surrender, the Allied powers, under the leadership of the United States,
implemented an occupation policy centered on demilitarization and democratization. In order to
achieve the goals of the occupation and eliminate the foundations of militarism and aggression, the
Allies, based on international consensus and international law, rigorously pursued Japan’s
responsibility for its war of aggression. As key measures, the Allies carried out the International
Military Tribunal for the Far East (the Tokyo Trial) and purged militarist elements through public
office and education reforms, producing positive results. These efforts played a significant role in
eradicating the influence of militarism, purifying Japan’ s political environment, and laying the
foundation for a new democratic Japan. However, in the later stages of the occupation, the United
States shifted its policy toward Japan, deviating from the original consensus among the Allies. This
led to an incomplete pursuit of Japan’ s war responsibility, which in turn influenced Japan’ s

postwar historical consciousness and the development of conservative politics.
The U. S. Occupation and Japan’s Postwar Reforms: Evolution and Reflections
in Historiography Qiao Linsheng

The U. S. occupation and reform of Japan after World War II marked a major turning point in the
history of East Asia in the twentieth century, and it has remained a central topic of sustained
interest in international academia. Following the end of the war, the U. S. military occupied Japan
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